ANCIENT GREEK for EVERYONE
Unit 14
CLASSICAL READING

In this passage, the famous intellectual Socrates is starting to argue to a man named Meno that what is called

learning (L&OnoLc) is really recollection of memory (dvapvnoic). As an example, Socrates questions a slave
about geometry and arithmetic, with the ultimate goal of demonstrating that the slave can remember these subjects
although he has not been taught them. In this first section, Socrates demonstrates that the slave has no training in

geometry. Notice that, as is common in Plato’s philosophical dialogues, the text resembles the script of a play in that

it shows the speakers and then the lines they speak:

YOKPATHY Eimte 01 Yol @ Tl YIYVWOKELS TETQAYWVOV XwELoV

OTL TOLOVTOV €0TLV;

ITAIY "Eywye.

2Q. "Eotv o0V TETQAYWVOV XwElov (0ag €XOV TaS YOAUHAS TAVTAG
TIAOAG, TETTAQAS OVOAG;

ITAL Ilavv ye.

2Q. OV kal tavtact tag Ol HEooL E0Tiv loag £xov;

ITAIL Nad.

2Q. Ovkovv €in av ToloVTOV XWELOV Kat Hellov Kal EAaTTov;

ITAL Ilavv ye.

2Q. Et odv ein a1 1) mAgvpa dvotv Todotv kat alTn dvotv, TOoCWV AV
eln mModwV TO OA0V; Wde d¢ OKOTEL €L NV TAVTN dvoLtV TOdOLV, TavTr) O¢
EVOG TOOOG HOVOV, AAAO TL ATIAE AV 1)V DLOLV TTOOOLV TO XWEIOV;

ITAIL Nad.

XQ. Eme1dn) d¢ dvotv modotv kat tavTr), &AAo L1 dig dvotv yiyvetay,
ITAL T'tyvetat

2Q. Avotv apa dig ylyvetat modwv;

ITAIL Nad.

2Q). IT6oot o0V eiowv ot dVO dig TOdeC; AOYITAUEVOG ELTIE.

ITAIL Téttapes, @ LWKQATEC.

2Q. Ovkovv yévorr” av To0Tov ToL XwELlov €teQov dIMAACLOV, TOLOVTOV
O¢, loag £xov MAOAG TAG YOAUUAS WOTEQ TOVTO;

ITAIL Nad.

YQ. TTé6cwv odv €o0tat TOdWV;

ITAIL Okrta.



YQ. Dée dn, melpw pot elmely MNALKN TG €0TalL EKEVOL 1) YOAUUT)
EKAOTI. 1 HEV YaQ TovdE duoty odotv- i d¢ 1] ekeltvov ToL dimAaciov;
ITAL AnAov &1, @ XZwkpateg, dtL dimAaoia.

2Q. Opag, @ Mévwv, wg £yw TovTov 00deV dATKW, AAA” Epwtm TavTa;
Kal VOV 00TOG oletat eidévat Omola €0Tiv ad’ 1) T0 OKTWTIOLY XWEIoV
yevrjoetat 1) oL dOKeL OOy,

MENQN. "Epovye.

2Q. Odev ovv;

MEN. Ov dnra.
2Q. Oletat 0¢ ye amo mg dimAaoiag;
MEN. Nad.
2Q. Oew d1) AUTOV AVAUIUVIOKOUEVOV €PEENG, WG del
avappviokeoOat.
(Plato Meno 82b9-e12)
VOCABULARY
&v marks a hypothetical situation 1 than
AvoULVoKOEeVOS —1 —ov recalling Oew (2 sg. command) “Watch!”
avapuuvrokw recall Aoyloduevog —n —ov after calculating
ana& once pelCwv -ov more, larger
Y€ emphasizes preceding word valiyes
vévour w/ &v = “could be” oidev (31 sg. act.) knows
yoapurn -ng 1 line okTwnovy eight-footed
o1 now omotog —a —ov how much
onta now, at all OUKODV s0, next...
dumAdoiog —a —ov double ovoacg (fem. acc. pl.) being
dic twice el (274 sg. command) “Try!”
Eywye ~ £y (often a way of saying “yes”) ninAtkog -1 —ov how big?
eldéval (inf. act.) know nAevoa -ag M rib, side
ein ~ éottw/ &v =“could be” T000G -1 —ov how many?
eirté (2nd sg. command) “Tell!” “Say!” okoOTeL (20 sg. command) “Examine!”
eAGtTwV -0V less, smaller TAVTAOL ~ TAVTAG
éuorye ~ éuot (often a way of saying “yes”) TeTodywvov -ou 0 quadrilateral
édefngc in order Ppépe come on!
éme1dr) when, after; since @ (used when addressing someone)

£xov (neut. nom./acc. sg.) having



